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Step inside Pacific American Lumber’s showroom
for a checkerboard of hardwood and engineerad
wood flooring options. The installed samples
demonstrate the real feel of the material. as well
as make comparisons easy.




FLOORING

Hardwood, engineered wood or laminates:
Hard flooring decisions made easy.

BY MERIDETH KIMBLE

here are many hard choices in life:

which college to attend, where to put down

roots, which job to take. When it comes to

our homes, the decisions can be just as

important. Which material will stand up to
Hawaii's environment? What will retain its beauty
throughout the lifetime of the home? What will fit
the home's style?

From the floor up, wood is one of Hawaii's
choice materials, says Larry Lanning, of the Hawaii
Lumber Products Association (HLPA).

The HLPA, a collection of the state’s lumber suppli-
ers, distributors and craftsmen, gives several reasons
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why wood is the perfect home-improvement product
for Hawaii. Wood is strong, and it lasts. Wood
insulates homes against heat and cold, and absorbs
noise. Wood is a renewable building material, and it
is widely available.

Most importantly, wood is beautiful, says Lanning.
“There is nothing quite like it. It has all shades, it is
warm. It is natural, and people are looking for that.”

Janice Onishi, of Pacific American Lumber,
agrees, adding, “Wood never depreciates in value. It
shows character, and can be refinished to restore its
original beauty.”

Fortunately for homeowners, Hawaii's many wood
experts make flooring decisions easy. They have
hardwoods, engineered woods and laminates in a
variety of species. We've checked with them to find
out what is new, what is strong, and what will make
your home naturally beautiful.
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(the greater the number, the harder the wood)

Table information compiled from the National Wood Flooring Association's Web site, www.woodfloors.org
The Janka test measures wood's hardness, and is a good indicator of its resistance to wear and denting.

The rating corresponds to the force required to push a steel ball with a diameter of 11.28 millimeters

(0.444 inches) into the wood to a depth of half the ball's diameter (www.thehardwoodfloorguys.com).
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Pacific Imports International’s tigerwood is the crowning
jewel of this Kaneohe Bay home. Homeowner Pat Chong, of
All Grade Construction, turned to the distinctly beautiful

wood for every room in the house.
o

BEAUTIFUL HARDWOODS

Shirley Pai Hilton, general manager of Pacific Imports
International, has noticed increasing requests for exotic
hardwoods. Specifically, Brazilian tigerwood has made its
way from Pacific Imports’ warehouse into some of Hawaii’s
most luxurious homes.

“Tigerwood is very popular because of its black striping
and warm feel. It fits right into an Island-style décor,”
Hilton says.

Also in high demand is ipe (pronounced “eepay”), another
species from Brazil. Ipe is darker, and features dark walnut
and olive tones. Both ipe and tigerwood are hard and dense,
making them resistant to warpage from moisture. {See the
chart on page 41 to compare hardness.)

Many of the company’s hardwoods come in finished and
unfinished options. For remodeling, finished wood reduces
dust during installation. Homeowners also don’t need to wait
for finishes to dry.

The advantage of unfinished wood is a smoother look.
Finished wood has a rounded, micro-bevel edge. This creates
sharp distinctions between the planks. Unfinished wood is
sanded in place, so the surface is even. Plus, Pacific Imports
International offers a wider variety of unfinished species.

Pacific Imports International stocks hundreds of thou-
sands of square feet in its Oahu, Big Island and Maui ware-
houses, says Hilton. Other species readily available include
bamboo, kempas, merbau and teak. The company is also
Hawaii’s exclusive source for Max Windsor engineered flooring.

Proper maintenance of hardwood is key to its survival.
Ed Holt, of Hardware Hawaii, recommends regularly clean-
ing the floor to remove scratch-causing grit. As the floor
becomes worn, strip and replace the sur-
face urethane layer. Done
consistently, the
floor will rarely
need to be
sanded,

Holt says.
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Left to right: Tigerwood and ipe, from
Pacific Imports International.







