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Hawaii Building Codes Provide Lifelong Protection against Termite Damage
Code Required Wood Treatments Proven Effective for Hawaii
Wood-Built Homes
 (Honolulu, Hawaii), January 4, 2010 – For the earth’s ecosystem, wood-destroying organisms such as termites and decay fungi are necessary in creating elements essential to life. On the other hand, for builders and architects, termites and decay fungi can present some fundamental problems when building with wood. Because of quality building performance and cost effectiveness, most homes in Hawaii as well as North America are framed and built with wood, and need protection from termite and decay damage. As a solution, borate pressure-treated wood products and building materials provide long lasting built-in protection against wood-destroying organisms that could otherwise wreak havoc on island homes. 
The use of pressure treated wood has been standard building practice in Hawaii for decades, and all structural wood framing is required to be constructed with pressure-treated wood. When borate treated wood was introduced as a green product, it quickly became the most widely used treatment of structural material for home construction. In Hawaii’s particularly tough environment, borate-treated wood has performed very well in field tests, and structural systems built with borate-treated wood have a commendable record in real world use. “Borate treated structural lumber used correctly in construction of homes is extremely effective in providing a product that is long lasting and safe from Formosan or other termite damage,” said Hap A. Person, President of Honolulu Wood Treating, LLC.

-- continued --

The protection properties of borates have been known for centuries, and, since the last half of the 20th century, the use of borate wood preservatives has been considerably growing. Borates are cost effective and simple to use for industrially pretreating lumber, plywood and wood composites. For builders and architects, borate treatment cuts cycle time and allows an approximate two-week window to work with when arranging for termite protection. Most importantly, borate pressure-treated products have a well-established warranty program backing up its performance record against a broad range of termites, including Formosan termites which is the most difficult to control wood-destroying organism found in the United States and largely apparent in Hawaii.

Although termites are needed out in the ecosystem, they are unwelcome and unwanted in wood-built structures. Borate wood preservatives have earned a reputation of quality performance and effective use in various types of wood products. With a lifelong efficacy, borate pressure-treated wood offers built-in protection against Formosan termites and other wood-destroying organisms and provides durable and sustainable homes for Hawaii residents. 
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