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Lumber Shows an 82-107% Competitive Advantage over Steel Studs
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
THE TRUE VALUE OF WOOD
Lumber Prices Now Showing Competitive Advantage in Hawaii

(Honolulu, Hawaii), April 6, 2011 – The construction marketplace is beginning to show positive signs in favor of wood as a building material over all other building materials available today.  In Hawaii, leading indicators are showing a competitive price advantage of wood due to an ever increasing world wide demand of other building materials.  
It was announced today by the Hawaii Lumber Products Association’s (HLPA) President, Jeff Browning, that “When comparing framing lumber to 20 gauge steel studs, framing lumber prices have a competitive advantage in Hawaii.  Additionally, framing lumber compares favorably to other building materials as the environmental and efficient choice.” 

In a recent Hawaii survey comparing the cost of wood and steel building materials from the top three home supply stores on Oahu, City Mill, Home Depot and Lowes, treated framing lumber comes out on top with savings that range from 82% to 107% over steel studs
.  The items that are represented are the most commonly used items in a standard home framing material package. 
--continued--

Furthermore, woods other building values exceed those of other building materials.  As a building material, wood building components use 53% less energy to produce than steel building components.  Wood is an efficient insulator because its cellular structure contains air bubbles that reduce its ability to conduct heat by about 400 times less than steel.  Steel building materials actually create thermal bridges in a building’s walls which can increase the amount of heating and air conditioning needed.  As with heat, wood’s cellular structure minimizes contact sound transfer.  Wood reduces sound rather than amplifying it, unlike steel that is a high sound conductor of contact sound throughout the house.
As the demand for economical and sustainable building materials increases, wood continues to play a vital role as a favorable building material, as it is inexpensive; natural; environmentally friendly; energy efficient; simple to use and maintain; and is used more than any other building material to provide sound and attractive structures in Hawaii.  
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� Hawaii Building Material Prices Survey; Survey based on store floor prices on March 6, 2011 from top three home supply stores on Oahu.  
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