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Reclaimed Woods Add Brilliance and History to Hawaii Homes
Hawaii Lumber Products Association Suggest Building with Reclaimed Woods Add a Unique Touch
(Honolulu, Hawaii), October 24, 2008 – In Hawaii, we respect and honor the eminence of aging. Even amongst all the modernly built sub divisions across the islands, there is no other building material comparable to the beauty, integrity, strength, and environmental benefits of reclaimed wood. 
Since reclaimed wood is entirely salvaged from demolished buildings or naturally fallen trees, it reduces an impact on the environment in various ways. There is a decrease in the use of natural resources. Lumber waste in landfills and incinerators are reduced. The amount of carbon dioxide emissions in the air are decreased as a result of less lumber being burned. Also, when treating reclaimed wood, there are no chemicals used and less energy is needed to make the wood useable as opposed to the energy it takes to turn standing trees in to lumber.
All reclaimed wood holds a history. A newly remodeled home may have oak floors that were recovered from a collapsed old-growth tree, walnut cabinets molded from lumber found in an abandoned mill, a coffee table made of recycled pine. There are stories behind reclaimed wood that add personal character distinct from that of lumber processed from newly grown trees. It is the connection between the past and the present.
-- continued --

As wood matures and naturally ages, the quality becomes incomparable with that of woods found today. The grains instilled in old-growth trees increases its strength. This kind of strength can not be found in modern wood products that are grown, stained, or distressed. Old-growth wood is also larger than today’s wood and is known for its dimensional integrity. Also, the color is richer than newer types of wood.
The brilliant colors created by old-growth woods provide an unsurpassed aesthetic quality. Heart pine ages to a rich red color. Antique Douglas fir has an extraordinary grain and color that are unparalleled. The beauty of old-growth wood can not be replicated and there is no other natural building resource like it. 
The Hawaii Lumber Products Association (HLPA) recommends considering the benefits of building or remodeling a home with reclaimed woods. Reclaimed wood is durable, stunning, and adds a warm, personal touch to any home. Its sense of history brings the past to new life. Its beauty is unparalleled. Its strength is astonishingly unmatched. A home built with reclaimed wood will always remain timeless. 
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